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reſpeRing the illegality of taking up & A 
aped from their maſters, had been uſeſul (I WWW 
2 . i 
1 in r endeavours to e poor oppreſſed GG _ 
| I cannot, now find a copy of that paper,, - 
i but the argument was chiefly built on a reference 8 | _ 
1 | to, a tet in Deut. ch. XXIII. big * 16.—* Thom 5 5 2 
Tall not daliuer unto his . 


A #:4 


„ LIKETH HIM BEST: thou Halt not oppreſs bim.“ 


This, I obſerved, was no part of the abrogated 
ceremonial law of the Jews; but, manifeſtly, a 
moral law, becauſe the reaſon of it {till remains :-ſa 
that it muſt be of indiſpenſible obligation as long 
as the hateful oppreſſions of Slave-holders afford us 
any occaſions of exerciſing this duty to God of pro- 


tecting the Slaves that eſcape from their maſters; and 


conſequently I aſſerted that any colonial law, which 
oppoſes this ordinance of God, by ordering the 
arreſting and delivering up runaway Slaves, or 
which, in any 
legal protection, Is, of courſe, to de deemed a 
corruption, null and void in itſelf, as being contrary 
to the ſecond foundation of Engliſh law. This 


neceſſary conſequence I urged from a well known 


maxim of the Englith law reſpecting Statutes, 
(acts of Aſſembly, or acts of Parliament) © nec 
cc contra RATLONEM, nec contra LEGEM DIVINAM” 
«fatuta) exiſtunt”. (Doct. et Stud. c. 10. p. 35. b.) 
That © Statutes exiſt not againſi REASON, nor 
<« againſt the pivint Law,” and that ** an j 
ce jaw is NOT Law. Lex tiufta nor of i.” 
Prin. Leg. et quit.) And again, that “ 
« O. la (via. the Law of Reafon, and 
Law Divine) © cannot abate, or turn 
„dum Leges declinari non poſſamt. 
Stud. e. 17. p. 54. 


?, Doc. & 


But 1 hàve ſince had oceaſion to reg theſe 
two fundamental laws of the Englith confticution 
with ſtill more awful attention; and therefore 
muſt farther remark, that the firſt foundation, - :be 
u of REASON, (as including all the [avs na- 

| i 


tends to deprive them of due 


aft” = Lie 


| 2s bu Wha fr: forndatien of Engiith tine y 2s but 


them under an abſolute neceſſity to obtain redemp= 
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ture, fuftice, and naturat right) is certalnly to be 
ene ge law of God, as well as the ſecond foun- 

dation (the divine precepts in the Holy Scriptures), 
becauſe the former is defined by high legal autho- 
rity, to be & the law written upon the heart of man, 
(and of courſe is the Jaw of nature) which cannot 
« therefore be obliterated, nor changed by time or 
« place, but ought every where, and among all me, 
„ to be maintainad, becauſe THE LAWS OF NATURE 
© ARE IMMUTABLE”—O Lex rationis in torde 
« ſeribitur, ideo deleri non poteſt, nec etiam recipit 
„ mutationem ex loco nee tempore, fed ubique, et 
6« inter omnes homines ſervari debet. Nam Jux A 
«© NATURALIA IMMUTABILIA SUN r. Et ratio 


“ immutationis eſt quod reelpiunt naturam rei pro 
„ fundamento, quie ſemper eadem eft et ubique.” 


Doct. et Stud. C. 2. p. 5.) This amply demen- 
the propriety of declaring the lau of Reaſin 


« the law of God, written” (as it were) © on the 
* heart” of n At is that “ inowledre of good 

« and evil in man,” which may fairly be deemed 
a participation of the Divine Wijdom,”” or of 
Chriſt himſelf, that & true light, which lighteth 
& every man that cometh into 5 world.” (John i. 

9.) and of courſe renders every man obnoxious, 
through the knowledge of right and law, to the 
divine vengeance for diſobedience]! Our firſt pa- 
rents w:Hfuth aſſumed this knowledge, contrary to 

an expreſs command of their Creator, (being de- 
luded by the ſpiritual enemy) and thereby entailed 


death and condemnation on all their poſterity, laing 


— 


160 


tion by a ſtill farther participation of the ſame 


« Divine Wiſdom,” or Word of God. Ip 
There is alſo another legal term or title, for 
this fit foundation of law; viz.- the eternal 
lat, which in our books is properly defined to 
mean exactly the ſame authority as © the law of 


© reaſon,” 1. e. the ſupreme reaſon of DIVINE 


« WISDOM, by which GOD wWII LS that all things 


created by him, be moved and directed to a good 


and proper end.—LEx ETERNA nihil aliud eff 
« euam ipſa SUMMA RATIO GUBERNATIONIS 


* RERUM IN DEO, ſive illa ſumma ratio DIVINE 
ec SAPIENTIZ, qua vult *DEUS omnia a ſe condita 


<« moveri, et dirigi ad bonum et debitum ſinem, &c. 
(Doct. et Stud. c. 1. p. 2.) —and again, Th. 
« LAW ETERNAL, under another deſcription, it 


called a perpetual and conſiant WILL to give to 


« every one his RIGHT. - Lex Æterna ſub alia deſ= 


'« criptione dicitur perpetua et conflans VOLUNTAS 


jus SUUM UNICUIQUE - TRIBVENS.” (ibid.) 
Here then we find an immoveable foundation of 
Juſtice, of right, of the rights of man, of righteouſ-. 
neſs, of the law of nature, &c. for all theſe terms 
are parallel, or of the ſame import; and are ne- 
ceſſarily included in the /aw of reaſon or eternal 
law, which is properly called “ the firft law. — 
« LEx etiam ETERNA dicitur LEX PRIMA, et bene 
« dicitur prima, nam fuit ante omnes alias leges : 
« of omnes alice leges dirtvantur ab ea: The LAW 
« ETERNAL is called the FIRST LAw, and well is 
« it called the firſt, for it was before all other laws; 
« and all other laws are derived from it.” In this 
ſolemn view of the fir/? foundation of Engliſh lau, 
it muſt evidently be deemed © a witneſs of God,” 

ho * 


s i# | ; 
(CR) 


as well as the ſecond foundation, the written word. 
of God in the Holy Scriptures; and both foundations 
may well be expreſſed together by the more com 
endious terms of © natural and revealed religion. 
n no inſtance whatever are theſe TWO WITNESSES 
oF Gop mere obviouſly and undeniably reſiſted 
than in the toleration of Slavery and the Slave Trade, 
becauſe - theſe. oppreſſions are iniquities which 
militate againſt both the foundations, and therefore 
the preſent public queſtion, whether the Slave 
Trade ought or ought not to be aboliſhed, ma 
fairly be — an infallible fonch-Hone to dif- 
cover the treachery of pretended. deyaliſis; for no 
man can be truly ſeyal to God and his c * 
who is ſo totally devoid of fiſt principles, as to 
favour flauery! Let thoſe who have ignorantly 
done ſo, recover their credit by redoubled endea- 
vours to reſtore the honour and conſtitutional law 
of their country, which has been wounded by. their 
treacherous negle& of the foundations of | law, 
whereby they will otherwiſe incur that indelible 
flain 0 infamy, which our common. LAw deſervedly 
fixes on all perſons who betray the law of the lang, 
CLegem terre amittentes perpetuam inſamiæ notam 
« inde merito incurrunt. (3 Inſt. p. 221). But 
mark the authorities of our common law to this 
purpoſe—< Liberty,” is declared by the maxims of 
the firſt foundation, to be © ineflimable” (Libertas 
« f res tne/timabilis” ( Jenk. Cent. 52.) and © Li. 
'« berty is the greateſl jewel. (Grounds & Rudim.. 
of Law and Equity, p. 196.) and therefore *cruet 
cc of neceſſity muſt that law be deemed, which aug. 
& nonteth flavery, and diminifheth _ '—ſays 
the excellent and worthy: Chancellor Forteſcue, 
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o in very dark times of prevaili 


Go , tro witneſſes, as manifeſted in the firſt prin- 
Ciples 


\ * 


63 


5 


beflial power, 
au 


nobly afferted the ſupreme immutable authority of 


of our Engliſh common law, or legal con- 


Mitution. © For in behalf of liberty (ſays he), 


human nature always implores“ (or folicits fa- 


vour), « becauſe Slavery is introduced by man, and 


for vice; but LIBERTY is implanted By Gop, 
«ir the very nature of man whereſore when 
«ftolen by man, it always carneftly longs to re- 
« turn, as does every thing which is deprived of 
ce natural liberiy; for which reaſon the man who 
does not favour liberty is to be adjudged Iro 
and CRUEL, The laws of England acknowledg- 


ing theſe” (principles,) © give favour to /:berty 


in every caſe.s -A part of this ſentence is ci 


by Lord Coke, as a maxim of our common law. 


« Inpius et erudelis, > ogra ny eſt qui hberrati 
non favet.” (Co. L 


« favour liberty.“ The oppoſite condition, there- 
fore, to liberty, viz. /avery, is properly declared by 
one of our oldeft Engliſh authorities in law, Flata, 
to de contrary to nature.] (Fleta, 2dedit. p. 1.) 
2 4 Crudelis etiam neceffario judicabitur lex, quæ ſervitutem 
augmentat, et minuit Iibertatem, Nam pro ea natura ſemper im- 
plorat humana. Quia ab homine et pro vitio, introducta eſt ſervi- 


dus, Sed libertas a Deo hominis eſt indita naturæ. Quare * ab 
homine ſublata ſemper redire gliſcit, ut facit omne, quod Iiberta- 


te naturali privatur. 0 tMPrus et CRUDEL 1s judicandus ef 


gui libertati non favet. Hac conſiderantia * 1 in omni 

rack libertati dant favorem (Chan. Fort. de laudibus Legum Ange 
&, c. 42. p. 101.“ 6 5 e | 

x + be Eat quidem Servitus Libertati contrarium ; item Conſtitutio 


quzdzm de jure Gentium, qua quis Domino“ (or rather © Dom. 
ni) t alicgo-CONTAA A n ſubjicitur, dc. (Fleta, ad ed. 


which 
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and eruel is the man to be adjudged, who does nod 
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leg. 2.) and though ſuch appeals in the Ræmaan 
code to ihe foundations of law, could not reſtrain the 
belluina poteſtas of — — in any of the ton 

* 


kingdoms of the beaſt, as clearly ſoreteld' in the 
ſeriptures, nor prevent improper additions ec the 


code under the name of law; yet ſurely the: friends 


of Liberty may be thankful to the Juſtinian code 


for the authority of its teſtimony agalnſt avery': 


for when the two firſt foundations of Jaw thall 


hereafter be reſtored, through God's merey, to their 
due power and effect, hen theſe @ tes evivneſſts 2 
God Hall fand upon their fret, and aſcend ind 


« gf 
'G Lane e. be eſtabliſhed above all human 
aut as the irreſiſtahle 


hority, and be acknow 
will of God, which muſt . BE DONE on EaAnTH 


« as IT 19 In Heaven)” then ſhall our deluded 
Stateſmen, Lawyers, Commereial Politicians, 'and 
Planters, be compelled to underſtand that a more for- 
eible expreſſion of illigality and iniguity could not 


have been uſed than that by which sEAVERV is 


defined in the Roman code, as well as by our 


Engliſh Fleta,—i. e. that it is © conTRA NATU= 


guilt of cannabaliſm, or eating human fleſh, as I 
have ſhewn in my remonſtrance to the Citizens 


tc N AM, AGAINST NATURE;“ for conſequent- 
ly it muſt be utterly iHegal, a crime which by the 
bf foundation of Engliſh law, is juſtiy deemed 
both TtMyprovs and CRUEL, and which in the 
ſtrong figurative language of God's prophets, under. 
the ſecond foundation of our law, is compared to the 
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Sia enden theſe — crimes 


of Slavery, and the Slave- Trade, muſt neceſſarily | 
be deemed, like all other unnatural crimes, deteſt- 
able, abominable, and damnable, both to the ſouls 
and bodies of all that willfully promote them! The 
ſeverity of theſe expreſſions cannot be reſtrained 
without injuſtice to the high authorities on which 
this e is founded, __ % 


— 
* Via. That there. are © al m many other odious 
means of promoting human drain to which 
the guilt of Man- eating is equally. imputable in the 
Scripture. ſenſe of that bomible depravity, which 
the ſacred Writers manifeſtly attributed to the 
eppreſſors 2 the poor, the orphan, and the ſtranger; 
0 kim « uſed his neighbour” s ſervice without 
es, _— gave him not for his work ;”” to thoſe 
Fe ec oppreſſed the ſtranger wrong fall; ; and to 
thoſe, perhaps more particularly, who preſumed to 
make &« private property” of the poor and the 
ſtranger, by iniquitous ordinances, contrary to the 
foundations of law; depriving them of © judgment,” | 


I mean that protection of the laws, which is empha- 


tically deemed © the judgment of God, and which 


all legal Kings and their Judges are Rill bound by 


their oaths to maintain, viz. A (or 
te due proceys of the law,) & without re 747 4 


per ſons. For where this i 


is even only neglacied, there can be no leg gevern- 
ment; but if the neglecs of it be actually ordained 


15 a unrighteous decrees,” pretending to give "rh 
et f 


It would be an awful inquiry to trace the time 
when the Engliſh Nation was rendered obnoxious 
by Slavery,” to the application of theſe horrible 
epithets, impious, cruel, &. And it is wonderful 
how the unnatural crime could ſo long be over- 
looked, until uſage and cuſtom had eſtabliſhed in 
all the Britiſh Colonies, as a right, this enormous 
wrong; to the perverſion of all legal terms. We 


rigbt to do wrong, and to ** eſtabliſh ini 2 by a la, 

the preſumption muſt be heinous in the fight of the 
King of Righteouſneſs; for in no other ſenſe: were 
the perſons whom the Prophets. charged with 
« eating up the people., (© flaying their ſkin from 
« off them,” and © chopping them in pieces, as for 
« the pot, &c.) ever guilty of Man-eating. And 
therefore this unnatural crime is ſurely {till equally 
imputable to the authors and promoters of the like 
oppreſſions in the preſent times, who literally ay 
e the ein from f their poor unretuarded 
labourers with Cow-ſeimn whips, and cruelly & exact 
&« all their labours ]“ Even to be ſilent when the 
ſuppreſſion of ſuch enormities was fairly 3 to 
a national queſtion, after the cleareſt proofs of their 

exiſtence, muſt be highly criminal ! And it would 
be wncharitable in me as a Citizen, if I neglected 
this fair opportunity of a public charity to warn my 
fellow citizens, who have withheld their teſtimony 4 

abhorrence on this occaſion, how far this horrible 
| of Man-eating is really imputable The 
Illegal tyrannies by which this guilt is moſt ob- 
viouſly incurred are, indeed, at a diſtance from 


pour light,” &c. 
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eannot conceive that the admiſſion of Slavery into 


the Colonies - has been” erer. on the part of 


ent I e „ gh want 
0 a fixt atten to the 1 principles 

Jaw and religion. But the ſworn Judges of Ki 
Colonial Courts (when the oppreſſion firſt began) 
were without excuſe for permitting the evil 
Slavery to take root without warning their Royal | 


Maſters of the illegality, knowing that the conſti- 


tutianal aw of the kingdom, is'* ts deny fuſtice to 
« % man without exception, (& xul/i negabimus aut 


& ditremus juſtitiam;ꝰ Magna Charta.) and xnow- 


ing that they themſelves are worn © 10 do Juſtice 

e and judgment without reſhe# of perſons,” and 
alſo that under a legal Engliſh Government, there 
can be but one /aw for all Ueſetiptions of perſons, 


aceeording to two excellent maxims of the firſt 


foundation;æ and conſequently that without na- 


tional 'reprobacy, there could be no ſueh perſonal 


diſtinctions in law as SLAVEHOLDER and SLAVE, 
ſo that they muſt be bound in duty to their King 
and Country, to prevent in the King's name an 
ſuch oppreſſion as Slavebolding. They ought to 
have known, that the limited temporal permiſſion 


which had been granted to the Ifraelites to hold 


Slaves, was abfolutely annulled by a ſubſequent 
command of God, © to let the oppreſſed go free, 
« and to break every qote, (Ifaiab e. Iviti. v. 5 and 


* 10 Curpis eſt pars quz nan canvenit cum ſuo dete, v and 
« nihil in lege intolerabilius eſt eandem rem diverſo jure cen- 


6 ſeri,” eee Nor 370)... 
| | 6.) 


(ul 


6). Tbere is no exception tb this commiind, 
which proves that a total Abolition of Slavery wad 
at that time, the declared #31 of God: which ib 
ſtill more clearly demonſtrated by a future denum- 
ciation againſt the practice of Slaveholders, by the 
prophet Jeremiah, juſt before the Iſraelites them« 


ſelves were to be catried into $/avery for their ap» 
preſhons and neglect of God's las. 


moe be to bim that uch bis nes 
« wITHOUT WAGES,: and iveib him not 
«= work.” . Theſe are moral taws of 


prophetical marks: uf the antichriftian beaſt, and 
its image, compared with preceding times, ac- 
cording to the beſt Chronological Hiſtories, I am 
convinced that the zccomphiſhment and end of the 
tyranny / ce, human means, but * without hand) 
muſt be nearly approaching! The divine ven- 
geance ſeems ready to be poured upon us! 1 


— 
3 
2 2 
5773 
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Let not the inhabitants of Maryland and Caro- 
Ima conceive, that becauſe their territories are not 
included within the bounds of the four great mo- 
narchies, the theatre of the prophetical examples 
of Divine vengeance, that they ſhall be leſs liable to 
the awful effects of it! For be aſſured that when 
the ten kingdoms of Beſtial Roman Government 

are deſtroyed, the will of God, as expreſſed in the 
two foundations of Engliſh law, natural and re- 
vealed religion, (God's two witneſſes) will cer- 
tainly be eſtabliſhed © on earth as it is in heaven, 
according to the univerſal prayer of the Chriſtian 
church.—Nay, it will be eſtabliſhed . under the 
« whole heaven,” (Daniel vii. 27.) ſo that the 
only effectual means of avoiding this univerſal 
deſtruction of heſtial illegality, is to acknowledge, 
reverence, and eſtabliſh, the two firſt foundations of 
Engliſb Law above all other authorities; for that 
| =O the univerſal effect of the kingdom of Chriſt 

on ea 0 3 Brg | | | 

If the Legiſlators and Lawyers of Maryland and 

the — ſhall be able to 88 thing 
lite an argument in oppoſition to the high legal au- 

thorities which I have cited, they muſt have more 
ſubtile heads and worſe. hearts than I am willing to 
attribute to any one, who is not obviouſly actuated 
by the grand ſpiritual enemy of man! 
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